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Do You Know Iowa? 
A Population Quiz* 

P o p u l a t i o n  C ha n g e  i n  I ow a ’s  C o u nt i e s  
 
Q 1) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties gained population between 1980 and 1990? 

         (choose answer from a) - g) below.) 

Q 2) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties gained population between 1990 and 2000? 

         (choose answer from a) - g) below.) 

Q 3) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties gained population between 2000 and 2010? 

 

     a)  None of the 99 counties. 

     b)  7 of the 99 counties. 

     c)  33 of the 99 counties. 

     d)  54 of the 99 counties. 

     e)  72 of the 99 counties. 

     f)  84 of the 99 counties. 

     g)  All of the 99 counties. 

 

Ag e  i n  I ow a  
   

Q 4) How did Iowa’s percentage of persons 65 or older compare with the percentage  

        for the total U.S. in 2010? 

 

      a)  Iowa’s percentage 65 or older was higher than that for the U.S. 

      b)  Iowa’s percentage 65 or older was lower than that for the U.S. 

      c)  Iowa’s percentage 65 or older was nearly the same as that for the U.S. 

 

Q 5) For how many of Iowa’s 99 counties was the percentage of 65 or older 15% or higher  

        in 2010? 

 

     a)  None of the 99 counties. 

     b)  7 of the 99 counties. 

     c)  33 of the 99 counties. 

     d)  54 of the 99 counties. 

     e)  72 of the 99 counties. 

     f)  84 of the 99 counties. 

     g)  All of the 99 counties. 

 

*Sources: Decennial Censuses 1980 - 2010; 2009 American Community Survey;  

  2010 Bureau of Economic Analysis. 
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I ow a ’s  P o p u l a t i o n  b y R a c e  a n d  E t h n i c i t y  
 

Q 6) What race group in Iowa was the largest in 2010? 
 

Q 7)  How did Iowa’s percentage of minorities compare with the percentage  

         for the total U.S. in 2010? 
 

      a)  Iowa’s percentage of minorities was higher than that for the U.S. 

      b)  Iowa’s percentage of minorities was lower than that for the U.S. 

      c)  Iowa’s percentage of minorities was nearly the same as that for the U.S. 
 

Q 8) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties had a minority population of 10% or more in 2010? 

        (choose answer from a) - g) below.) 
 

Q 9) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties had an Hispanic population of 10% or more in 2010? 
 

     a)  None of the 99 counties. 

     b)  8 of the 99 counties. 

     c)  23 of the 99 counties. 

     d)  36 of the 99 counties. 

     e)  59 of the 99 counties. 

     f)  78 of the 99 counties. 

     g)  All of the 99 counties. 

 

E d u c at i o na l  At t a i n me n t  i n  I ow a  
 

Q 10) How did Iowa’s percentage of population that are high school graduates compare 

           with that for the total U.S. in 2009? 
 

      a)  Iowa’s percentage of high school graduates was higher than that for the U.S. 

      b)  Iowa’s percentage of high school graduates was lower than that for the U.S. 

      c)  Iowa’s percentage of high school graduates was nearly the same as that for the U.S. 
 

Q 11) How did Iowa’s percentage of population that are college graduates compare 

           with that for the total U.S. in 2009? 
 

      a)  Iowa’s percentage of college graduates was higher than that for the U.S. 

      b)  Iowa’s percentage of college graduates was lower than that for the U.S. 

      c)  Iowa’s percentage of college graduates was nearly the same as that for the U.S. 

 

I n c om e i n  I ow a  
 

Q 12) How did Iowa’s per capita income in 2010 compare with that for the total U.S.? 
 

      a)  Iowa’s per capita income was higher than that for the U.S. 

      b)  Iowa’s per capita income was lower than that for the U.S. 

      c)  Iowa’s per capita income was nearly the same as that for the U.S. 
 

Q 13) What was the lowest and highest per capita income in Iowa’s counties in 2009? 
 

     a)  lowest $ 25,600;  highest $55,900 

     b)  lowest $ 27,268;  highest $44,372 

     c)  lowest $ 24,656;  highest $46,551 

     d)  lowest $ 38,853;  highest $40,126 

     e)  lowest $ 35,312;  highest $52,867 

     f)  lowest $ 23,924;  highest $41,244 
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An sw er s  a n d  D a t a  S o ur c e s  
 

P o p u l a t i o n  C ha n g e  i n  I ow a ’s  C o u nt i e s  
 

Q 1) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties gained population between 1980 and 1990? 

         Answer: b)  7 of the 99 counties. 
 

Q 2) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties gained population between 1990 and 2000? 

         Answer: d)  54 of the 99 counties. 
 

Q 3) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties gained population between 2000 and 2010? 

         Answer: c)  33 of the 99 counties. 
 

http://www.iowadatacenter.org/archive/2011/02/countytotalpop.pdf 
 

http://www.iowadatacenter.org/archive/2011/02/countypopchange.pdf 
 

http://www.iowadatacenter.org/archive/2011/02/citypop.pdf 
 

http://data.iowadatacenter.org/datatables/UnitedStates/usstpopulation17902010.pdf 
 

 

Ag e  i n  I ow a  
   

Q 4) How did Iowa’s percentage of persons 65 or older compare with the percentage  

        for the total U.S. in 2010? 

        Answer: a)  Iowa’s percentage 65 or older is higher than that for the U.S. 

        Iowa: 14.9%;   U.S.: 13.0% 
 

Q 5) For how many of Iowa’s 99 counties was the percentage of 65 or older 15% or higher  

        in 2010? 

        Answer: f)  84 of the 99 counties. 
 

http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-03.pdf 
  

http://factfinder2.census.gov 
 

 

I ow a ’s  P o p u l a t i o n  b y R a c e  a n d  E t h n i c i t y  
 

Q 6) What race group in Iowa was the largest in 2010? 

         Answer: White 91.3% 
 

Q 7) How did Iowa’s percentage of minorities compare with the percentage  

         for the total U.S. in 2010? 

        Answer: b)  Iowa’s percentage of minorities was lower than that for the U.S. 

         Iowa: 11.3%;   U.S.: 36.3% 
 

Q 8) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties had a minority population of 10% or more in 2010? 

        Answer: c)  23 of the 99 counties. 
 

Q 9) How many of Iowa’s 99 counties had an Hispanic population of 10% or more in 2010? 

        Answer: b)  8 of the 99 counties. 
 

http://www.iowadatacenter.org/archive/2011/02/countyrace.pdf 
 

http://factfinder2.census.gov 



4 

 

Community Vitality Center 

183 Heady Hall 

Iowa State University 

Ames, IA  50011-1070 

515-294-6144 

cvc@iastate.edu 

www.cvcia.org 

July, 2011 

… and justice for all 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic infor-

mation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 

(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrim-

ination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 800-795-3272 

(voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Cathann A. Kress, director, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa.  

 

E d u c at i o na l  At t a i n me n t  i n  I ow a  

 

Q 10) How did Iowa’s percentage of population that are high school graduates compare 

           with that for the total U.S. in 2009? 

          Answer: a) Iowa’s percentage of high school graduates was higher than that for the U.S. 

          Iowa: 90.5%;   U.S.: 85.3% 
 

Q 11) How did Iowa’s percentage of population that are college graduates compare 

          with that for the total U.S. in 2009? 

          Answer: b)  Iowa’s percentage of college graduates was lower than that for the U.S. 

          Iowa: 25.1%;   U.S.: 27.9% 
 

http://factfinder.census.gov 
 

 

I n c om e i n  I ow a  
 

Q 12) How did Iowa’s per capita income in 2010 compare with that for the total U.S.? 

      Answer: b)  Iowa’s per capita income was lower than that for the U.S. 

      Iowa: $38,281;   U.S.: $40,584 
 

Q 13) What was the lowest and highest per capita income in Iowa’s counties in 2009? 

     Answer: c)  lowest $ 24,656 (Decatur Co);  highest $46,551 (Ida Co) 
      

http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm 
 

 

Percent Minority, 2010

Iowa

11.3 %

0.0 - 4.9 %

5.0 - 9.9 %

10.0 - 19.9 %

20.0 + %

Per Capita Income, 2009

Iowa

$37,647

$40,000 - $46,551

$35,000 - $39,999

$30,000 - $34,999

$24,656 - $29,999


